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Copy  of  Telegram  No.  4840 
Nature  of  Telegramt  Code 

Date*  Dispatched  25  February  Showa  16/1941/  A.M. 

Received*  25  February  Showa  16/1941/  P.M. 

To!  Foreign  Minister  MAT3U0KA 

Fromi  Ambassador  0GH3MA#  Berlin 

No.  160  (Urgent) 

At  the  interview  with  Ribbentrop  reported  to  you  in  Telegram 
No.  157*  I  stressed  tnat  there  have  been  various  conjectures  concerning 
Japanose-German  relations,  especially  concerning  the  Tri-Partite  Pact, 
that  there  has  also  been  slanderous  propaganda  by  England  and  the  United 
States;  but  that  although  there  may  be  some  degree  of  misunderstanding 
on  the  part  d*  Germany,  the  fact  that  Japan  is  absolutely  faithful  to 
the  Tri-Partite  Pact  will  be  clearer  when  the  Imperial  Rescript  is  issued} 
and  that  both  government  officials  awl  people  are  moving  forward  with 
united  and  steadfast  resolve  toward  the  realization  of  the  national 
policy,  with  the  aforementioned  treaty  as  the  keynote  of  our  foreign 
relations.  Ribbentrop  agreed,  saying  that  Germany  too  has  a  comradely 
feeling  of  being  in  the  same  boat  as  Japan,  and  that  Chancellor  Hitler 
has  the  strongest  faith  on  this  point.  He  said  that  he  hoped  that  there 
was  no  misunderstanding  about  Germany's  real  intention  by  Japan. 

For  your  reference. 

* 

Relayed  to  Germany,  Soviet  Russia,  Turkey,  and  to  the  U.SJL. 
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W.  D«  C.  No,  ___________ 

I.  P.  S.  No.  1592-B 

Statement,  of  Source  and  Authenticity 

i 

I»  HAYASHI  Kaoru  hereby  certify  that  I  am  officially  connected 
with  the  Japanese  Government  in  the  following  capacity:  Chief 

gf.  the  Archives  Section.  Japanese  Foreign  Office _ _ 

and  that  as  such  official  J  have  custody  of  the  document  hereto 
attached  consisting  of  1  page,  dated  25  Feb,.  1941.  and  described 
as  follows:  Telegram  No.  4S40  from  Ambassador  OSHIMA  to  Foreign 

Minister  MATSUOKA. _ _ 

1  further  certify  that  the  attached  record  and  document  is  an 
official  document  of  the  Japanese  Government,  and  that  it  is  part 
of  the  official  archives  and  files  of  the  following  named  ministry 
or  department  (specifying  also  the  file  number  or  citation,  if  ary, 
or  any  other  official  designation  of  the  regular  location  of  the 
document  in  tho  archives  or  files):  Foreign  Mirlstry 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 

19th  day  of  Sept,.  1946  /s/  K.  HAYASHI _ 

-ignuture  of  Official 

Witness:  /s/  T.  SATO  SEAL 

Official  Capacity 
Statement  of  Official  Procurement 
I,  JOHN  A.  CURTIS,  hereby  certify  that  I  am  associated  pith  the 
Ceneral  Hoadquarters  of  the  Supreme  Commander  for  the  Allied  Powors, 
and  that  tho  above  described  document  was  obtained  by  me  from  the 
above  signed  official  of  the  Japanese  Government  in  the  conduct  of 
my  official  business. 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 

20_  day  of  Scot. .  1946  /s/ 

Witness:  /s/  T/4  P.  TOGUCHI 


* 


J.  A.  CURTIS  2d  Lt. 
NAME 

_ i.nyQAUfiatar _ 

Official  Capacity 
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COPY  CF  T3J3IUM  KO.  4956. 

m.tuvu  c?  i~:z}:u::  Cone 

DaTS  -  cr.iL/  •  25  :?•«*  Ghowa  vS,  1941.  P.n* 

RVttSTvFL .  2b  i'ib„  .iiuav/a  .lb.  1941,  I  r» 

TO?  Forojgn  :.MnJ fit. or  J.TATSUOKA 

VFGM.  4taV«du.audo.r  drill  .’lilTSU  in  London 

No,  137-1' 

!.->  *»!;  t to  frt i.vvien  with  .Vronior  Churchill  on  the  2.'|  tn  ho  first  spoko 

to  no  consecutively  for  about  ?')  minutes  as  sunmuriuod  in  my  previous  tele¬ 
gram  I-Joc  136, 

2,  I  answered  that  T  uni  '-vr-.  trod  Tihot  he  sail.  Ho  Trover ,  pith  regard 
to  ths  third  point  I  told  her:  that  Foreign  I.iin.-.elor  M.T3U0KA  did  not  ofior 
to  modiato,  hut  that  ho  simply  emphasized  Japan's  spirit  toward  poaco  and 
that  ho  especially  error  jssed  his  ooicsrn  evor  the  paa'o  in  i^cst  f*sie.  ^vail¬ 
ing  mysolf  of  this  opportunity  1  toil  him  that  I  vm.no ed  to  express  my  un¬ 
reserved  opinion  to  liu  erlfeet  that  while  the  relations  betrreen  Groat  Britain 
and  Japan  had  become  very  clear ,  to  cur  ertr.ofcotion,  oy  Japan's  avowal  of 
having  no  intention  to  e?*,ror.3  upon  Greet  BritsiD  and  by  Britain's  ueclcrction 
that  sho  would  not.  take  any  offensive  policy  against  Jo  pan  (  it  res  v«ry  re¬ 
grettable  that  Britain,  who  nos  well  aware  that  tho  aggravation  of  the  rela¬ 
tions  between  the  two  co  untie  j.  os  arose  from  tho  problems  in  China,  has  been, 
tog3ther  with  other  countries,  giving  concrete  assistance  to  the  Chungking 
government,  our  enemy.,  thus  maintaining  a  policy  enabling  the  Chungking  Govern¬ 
ment  to  carry  on  resistance  against  Japan...  Such  a  policy  is  recognized  as 

o  challenge  to  tho  poaco  of  Beet  *35. a  for  which  Japan  has  deep  concern.  .  I 
continued  that  Japan  lies  no  j.Oeu  of  c  ouaren  ng  C  hina  and  that  her  unpreju¬ 
diced  stand  was  clearly  pointed  cut  in.  l.^-TSvJOiw's  mossego,  and  that  wo  are 
carrying  out  our  poli clan  m  that  line  under  the  treaties  with  the  Nanking 
Government.  Tn  view  of  tna  present  world  conditions,  it  is  impossible  for 
Japan  to  go  on  existing,  abandoning  the  continent  of  China  to  a  chaotic  con¬ 
dition,  end  therefore  that  it  is  only  justify? bio  for  hor  to  count  or-att.cch 
against  hostile  activities  maun  upon  order  sue  peace,  Unoaamess  could  not 
bo  eliminated  unless  This  point  should  ca  amended o  I  said  that  I  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  in  the  Pacific  tho  time  las  come  to  require  moro  po3itivo  and. 
constructive  policies,  not  just  the  preventing  of  general  destruction.  This 
would  be  significant  for  pr eventing  conditions  from  becoming  aggravated  again. 
If  all  of  tho  nations  uor.ee-  rjvd  hut  enough  self-control  to  be  oblo  to  con¬ 
struct  peace  in  this  area  too  through  t ho.-.r  goodwill  and  mutuol  understanding, 

I  went  or.,  it  might  provo  tlio  first  step  in  gradually  savig  tho  world  from 
catastrophe.  This  was  why  I  had  been  making  efforts  end  exchanging  opinions 
with  Lord  Lloyd  (tb3  Colonial  Hecretacy.  a  leader  cf  the  Uppar  House  and  on 
intimate  friend  of  Churchill.  Lied  lately)-  L  i  I'ankey  and  others ,  e-S.  j. 
said  in  ocn'.lusior.,  he  (Churchill)  might  hove  boon  a  were. 

3,  The  Premier  answered  that  fcs  wax  owa.ee  of  it*  then  he  sold  that  os  ho 
had  declared  previously  (his  speech  in  Fo  r.i.  lenient  at  tho  tine  of  tho  conclusion 
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of  the  negotiations  over  the  Burma  Hoad)  to  the  contrary,  he  considered  it 
desirable  that  Japan  be  active  in  Chine,  end  that  peace  be  brought  about 
between  them;  no  Great  Britain  had  no  intention  of  interfering,  Ha  said  that 
rather  than  giving  assiirsar.*©,  Britain's  position  :.s  indeed  tantamount  to 
strict  neutrality-  Grant  Britain,  he  con vinuei,  has  no  objection  no 7/  or 
later  to  the  uninterrupted  d^/el.opment  of  Jcpon  as  one  of  the  great  cour.tr  os 
of  the  world-  lie  said  that,  at  tu.y  rate;  lie  is  at  present  doing  hxs  u.most 
to  reestablish  a  righteous  peace  in  .’At  rope ,  The  British  ilnpire  alone  has  a 
.bit©  population  of  s.vrty  -f:  73  mil. Lion©  ua  against  a  population  of  sevonty- 
five  millions  in  C-er mriy,  end  he-  w? s  sure  that  the  vac  should  be  trough©  to 
a  final  victory  for  his  country  by  utilising  fer  bigger  resources  and  wit 
the  essistenco  of  the  Ur  S-  A-. 

k°  The  premier  said  further  tint  after  the  conclusion  cf  the  Tripartite 
Fact  the  intention©  of  Ob. pan  hid  bo*r«  so  teguo  as  to  cause  suspicion  on  the 
part  of  Britain  and  the  U  C-  A- j  but  instead.  t hut  coi'ditions  have  now  bc- 
corao  good  is  clear  both  at  hop.-?  and  aucuufl  by  the  press  accounts.  io  the 
above  I  answer ?d  that  it  would  bo  a  gross  mlatalce  to  consider  that  the  lates 
press  campaign  by  Biv. tain  gives  favorable  efiaot  to  .>apan.  In  a  word,  a 
campaign  of  such  ns tare  would  be  only  harmful  end  unprofitable.  Then  the 
Premier  justified  himself -  saying  that  thsre  was  no  special  campaign. 

5.  At  the  interview  today  Premier  Churchill  tried  to  emphasize  the 
determination  of  Greer  Britain  to  carry  through  the  war,  calling  the  German 
actions  inhuman  aggressive  acts,  but  he  did  not  criticize  the  rest  Japanese 
policies  toward  Chi -id.  Inatsad  he  appeared  to  show  an  attitude  of  indifference 
toward  it. 


Dispatch  relayed  to  United  Sia 
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of  the  negotiations  ovor  the  Burma  Hoad)  to  tho  contrary,  he  considered  it 
desirable  that  Japan  be  noxivo  in  China,  and  that  peace  be  brought  about 
between  them;  no  Great  Britain  bed  no  intent  ion  of  interfering.  Ha  S3id  that 
rather  than  giving  an  *  is*  tar.*?,  Britain's  position  is  indeed  tantamount  to 
strict  neutrality.  Grant  Britain,  he  oc&ioinne.*,  has  no  objection  now  or 
Inter  to  the  uninterrupted  d^e).epD?t't  of  Japan  as  one  of  the  great  countries 
of  the  worlds  He  said  that,  at  &uy  rase..  ha  is  at  present  doing  his  utmost 
to  reestablish,  a  righteous  poec.e  in  .’•>_> rope ,  The  British  Empire  alone  has  a 
.bite  population  of  si:/ty -f::  73  miJ.tiors  ue  again  at  a  population  of  savonty- 
five  millions  in  Germany,  and  he-  vo.s  sute  tliat  the  wuc  shcul  1  bo  brought  to 
a  final  victory  for  J*.?.n  c c/.i/itry  by  utilising  fer  bigger  resources  and  with 
the  assistance  of  the  U.  S«  !*•. 

40  The  premier  sold  further  that  after  the  conclusion  of  the  Tripartite 
fact  the  intentions  of  Japan  had  been  so  taguo  as  xo  cause  suspicion  on  the 
part  of  Britain  end  the  U  G  .1- ,  but  instoud  tliax  conditions  hove  now  be¬ 
come  good  is  cieer  both  fit  horns  and  abroad  by  the  press  accounts.  To  the 
above  I  answered  that  it  would  bo  e  gross  mistake  to  consider  that  the  latest 
press  campaign  by  Britain  gives  favorable  effect  to  yep an.  In  a  word,  a 
campaign  of  such  nature  would  he  only  harmful  end  unprofitable.  Then  tho 
Premier  justified  himself;  saying  that  there  was  no  special  campaign. 

5.  «t  the  interview  today  Fremier  Churchill  tried  to  emphasize  the 
determination  of  Great.  Britain  to  carry  through  the  v>ar,  calling  the  German 
actions  inhuman  eggretiyive  acts  but  he  did  not  criticise  the  pest  Japaneeo 
policies  toward  China,  lustsad  ha  appeared  to  show  an  attitude  of  indifference 
toward  it. 
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CERTIFiCATE 


I.P.C.  No.  .12&.Z g 


If  HAYA3HI  Kaoru  hereby  certify  that  I  am  officially  connected 


with  the  Japanese  Government  in  the  following  capacity: 


that  as  such 


official  I  have  custody  of  the  document  hereto  attached  consisting 
of  L  pages,  dated  25  Fehx,  1941a  and  described  as  follows:  - 


ispadqr  SH] 


ITSU  in  londc 


-  t 

I  further  certify  that  the  attached  record  and  document  is  an 
official  document  of  the  Japanese  Government,  and  that  it  is 
part  of  the  official  archives  and  files  of  the  following  named 
ministry  or  department  (specifying  also  the  file  number  or  citation, 
if  any,  or  ary  other  official  designation  of  the  regular  location 
of  the  document  in  the  archives  or  files):  — Fppolm.yiqlgtay  ■ 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 
19th  day  of  Sep..  194& 

Witness :/8/  T.  SATO _ 


/a/  K,  H^YASHI 

J ignature  of  Official 


PEAL 


Official  Capacity 


Statement  ofOfl 


JOHN  A.  CURTIS  hereby  certify  that  I  am  associated  with 

the  General  Headquarters  of  the  Supreme  Commander  for  the  Allied 
Powers,  and  that  the  above  described  document  was  obtained  by  me 
from  the  above  signed  official  of  the  Japanese  Government  in  the 

\ 

conduct  of  ny  official  business. 


Signed  at 


^20  day  of  gent  .  1946  /a/ 


Witness:  /s/ 


NAME 


rtf 

Official  Capacity 


-*  .  - 

•.y 
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